History of Mexico

Hist174, Spring 2009

T/Th 12:35-1:50, Engineering 278

Instructor:  Laura Matthew, laura.matthew@marquette.edu



Office:  Coughlin 319

Office Hours:  T/Th 11-12:15, and by appointment

Mailbox:  History Department, Coughlin 303 

Course Description and Learning Objectives


This survey focuses on the many, varied regions of Mexico, with occasional reference to its neighbors north and south. We begin with ancient Mesoamerica, home of the famous Aztecs and Maya. We then move to New Spain under Spanish colonial rule (including the Audiencia of Guatemala), the separation of Mexico from Central America after independence, and the development of the modern nation-state of Mexico in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. We will ask: What are the different regions of Mexico, and how have their histories been distinct from one another? How does indigenous Mesoamerica imprint itself on the modern nation-state? What difference did the arrival of Africans and Europeans make to the region? What is the historical relationship of Mexico with the United States? What major events changed the course of Mexican history? By the end of the semester, you should walk away confident that you can intelligently answer these questions. The course combines standard assessment with a group food project and fiesta in the middle of the semester. 
Required Texts

The following texts are available on Reserve at Raynor Memorial Library, and for sale at the Bookmarq. You may read any books in Spanish if you prefer:

Gil Joseph and Timothy Henderson, The Mexico Reader 

Davíd Carrasco, City of Sacrifice 

Barry Sell et.al., Nahuatl Theater, Vol. 2: Our Lady of Guadalupe
Mariano Azuela, The Underdogs (ed. Gustavo Pellón)

Sam Quinones, Antonio’s Gun and Delfino’s Dream. 

Additional short readings are on E-Reserve at the library’s website, as well as variety of textbooks and cookbooks for the mid-term project.                       

Assignments and Grading


10 Discussion Boards

35%


Nahuatl Theater Project

20%


Mid-Term Food Project

20% 

Final Essay


25%





Discussion Boards. Small discussion groups will be assigned the first day of class, and will be used primarily for Discussion Boards of weekly readings outside of class time using D2L. Discussion Boards open at the beginning of the week and formally close on Friday at midnight. I will never, under any circumstances, extend this deadline. You will be graded individually, according to the following criteria:

-- The timeliness and regularity of your contribution. Initial posts must be up by Tuesday at midnight – failure to do so will automatically result in a grade no higher than 86 (see grading scale below). Expect to check the board briefly every 1-2 days to respond to your fellow group members’ ideas. This should not take more than 15 minutes per session, but does require you to remember to get online at regular intervals, ie., every 1-2 days beginning Tuesday at the latest.
-- The quality of your discussion. This means thoughtfulness, raising new issues, and going beyond the questions asked in the prompt.
-- The extent to which you respond to your classmates’ ideas, directly or indirectly by continuing the trains of thought introduced by others, over the course of the week.
Different groups develop different habits and personalities, but late or minimal posting by a majority of the group rarely produces a good discussion. The best discussants post at least 6-7 times per discussion board. Aim for quality rather than quantity of posts – there is no point in simply replying “I completely agree” or “That was a good comment,” and you will earn no credit for such postings.

Courtesy and respect is expected at all times. Anyone violating these basic rules of civility will be SEVERELY PENALIZED, most likely with a zero for that Discussion Board.

I grade Discussion Boards in bulk, three times a semester: once after Week 3 (Nos. 1-3), once at midterm (Nos. 4-6), and once at the end of the semester (Nos. 7-10). You must cut and paste all your online work for each of these periods (including the dates and times submitted) into a Word document and deposit this in the D2L Drop Box on January 30, March 6, and and April 24. Each Discussion Board will be individually graded according to a check system, where a check plus = 96, a check = 86, and a check minus = 76. In exceptional cases (i.e., where you turn in a few sentences just for the sake of handing something in), I reserve the right to give a grade lower than 76. Plagiarized submissions will receive a 0.

Nahuatl Theater Project. To better understand colonial Mexican society, we will perform an early eighteenth-century play in three acts about the Virgin of Guadalupe’s apparition to the Nahua peasant Juan Diego. This is not meant to be a professional production, and everyone will be given a chance to participate in a way that feels comfortable. We will discuss this project further in class.

Mid-Term Food Project. Mexico’s historical and cultural heritage is vividly expressed through its regional cuisine. Accordingly, around midterm we will begin work on a food project. Small, self-selected groups will research a typical regional dish, share their findings in a jointly-authored paper and presentation, and then, we eat! We will discuss this project further in class.
The Final Essay is a 7-8 pp. paper that discusses the issues raised in Antonio’s Gun and Delfino’s Dream as part of Mexican history, drawing upon what you have learned over the course of the semester. 
A Note on Class Attendance and Participation. Attendance in lecture is taken, and active participation (for instance, responding to questions by the professor) noted. At the end of the semester I compile these attendance and participation figures while calculating final grades, and use them as ‘extra credit’ to bump up borderline cases (for instance, between an AB and an A, a C and a BC, or even an F and a D). In accordance with Marquette policy, I reserve the right to withdraw anyone who misses more than the equivalent of three weeks of class from the course with a grade of WA.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

All work in this class is expected to be your own. Any cheating or plagiarism will be reported to the College of Arts and Sciences and the College of your major, and may result in failure of the course. You are expected to know the standards set forth in the MU code of academic honesty (see http://www.marquette.edu/academics/regulations/acaddishonesty.html) and the dos and don’ts of plagiarism. Guidelines for avoiding plagiarism are given at Marquette’s Writing Center site, http://www.marquette.edu/wac/plagiarism/Avoiding.Plagiarism2/shtml, and from Duke University, http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/.  
BE ESPECIALLY CAREFUL NOT TO CUT AND PASTE FROM THE WEB. The same rules of plagiarism and referencing apply to electronic sources. When in doubt, ask!! 

If you have special needs, athletics conflicts, etc., you must submit them to me in writing WITHIN THE FIRST THREE WEEKS OF CLASS. Issues that arise during the semester must be addressed with me as soon as humanly possible. 


In general, if you have any concerns or questions about your performance in the class, I strongly encourage you to speak with me about them, the sooner the better. 

Semester Schedule 
NOTE:  ** = E-Reserve readings 

WEEK 1

Jan 13-15 
A Taste of Ancient Mesoamerica 




Readings
MexReader, Popol Wuj + Thompson (79-91)





**Coe, “The Birth of Cacao”






Discussion Board #1 due by midnight on Friday
WEEK 2

Jan 20-22
The Aztecs



Readings
Selections from Carrasco, City of Sacrifice
DB #2 due by midnight on Friday
WEEK 3

Jan 27-29
Here Come the Spanish




Readings
MexReader, Cortés/Diaz del Castillo (97-104)





**Oudijk & Restall, “The Sixteenth-Century Conquest”

DB #3 and DB Report #1-3 due by midnight on Friday
WEEK 4

Feb 3-5

Colonial Culture and Society – Españoles, Indios, y Castas
Readings
**Alberro, “Juan de Morga and Gertrudis de Escobar”


Nahuatl Theater, Poole (3-23)

DB #4 due by midnight on Friday
WEEK 5

Feb 10-12 
Colonial Culture and Society – The Catholic Church



Readings
Nahuatl Theater, 54-105 

Classes meet this week in AMU’s Weasler Auditorium.

WEEK 6

Feb 17-19
We Perform a Play






Readings
Nahuatl Theater, 54-105
WEEK 7

Feb 24-26
Independence and Invasion




Readings
MexReader, Editors of “El Tiempo” + Otero (220-238)






http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/aftermath/apuntes.html





http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/aftermath/legacy.html





http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/aftermath/legacy2.html




        
DB #5 due by midnight on Friday
WEEK 8
Mar 3-5
Liberals vs. Conservatives




Readings
Mex Reader, Junta of Conservative Nobles + Empress Carlotta + 







Juárez (263- 272)





**Pilcher, “Many Chefs in the National Kitchen”


DB #6 AND DB Reports #4-6 due by midnight on Friday
Class meets Thurs in AMU 407

WEEK 9
SPRING BREAK

WEEK 10

Mar 17-19
The Porfiriato

Readings
Mex Reader, Gonzales y Gonzales + Craib (239-252),

Arnold&Frost + Traven + Creelman (273-291)

DB #7 due by midnight on Friday
WEEK 11

Mar 24-26
The Mexican Revolution




Readings
Azuela, The Underdogs
DB #8 due by midnight on Friday

WEEK 12

Mar 31-Apr 2
¡FIESTA!



Readings
none
Class meets Thurs in AMU 407

WEEK 13

Apr 7

The Mexican Miracle – 1940s-60s



Readings
MexReader, Cosío Villegas + Jaramillo (470-491), 







Sackett (500-510)

DB#9 due by midnight on Wednesday





No class April 9 for Easter Break

WEEK 14 
      
Apr 14-16
Disillusion – 1970s-90s
Readings
MexReader, split in two groups:

Groups 1-3: Poniatowski + Rubenstein + Victims’ Coordinating


Council (555-590)
 

Groups 4-5: Gyves de la Cruz + Rubin + Zapatista





Army (619-645), Williams (670-683) 

DB#10 AND DB Reports #7-10 due by midnight on Friday
WEEK 15

Apr 21 

The Border and Beyond




Readings
Quinones, Antonio’s Gun and Delfino’s Dream
NO CLASS on Thursday, April 23 – SAA Meeting

WEEK 16

Apr 28-30
Wrapping It Up
Readings
none

Final Essay due no later than 3 p.m., May 7--NO LATE ESSAYS WILL BE ACCEPTED.
