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Disciplinary Research on our Interdisciplinary Topic

The question we will be exploring as a class is this: What is the future of democracy in Iran?  In order to engage in interdisciplinary dialogue on this question, we must first gather disciplinary expertise.  

We’ll take this in stages:

· Start by brainstorming.  What kinds of questions might someone in your discipline consider interesting questions about the future of democracy in Iran.  Draw on the knowledge you developed in doing the disciplinary worksheet.

 For example, if the topic were cloning 

· Biology:  What are the scientific consequences of human cloning?

· Psychology: How will the discovery of being cloned affect the cloned person psychologically, and affect the perceptions of others who know about this person?

· Political Science: What should be the role of government concerning this issue?

· Philosophy: How will human cloning affect humanity and what it means to be human?

· Religion: Does the science of human cloning conform to sacred writings and more particularly to the notion of what it means to be human?

· Law:  What are the legal implications of human cloning, and what are the rights of those who are participants in human cloning experiments?

· Bioethics:  What are the ethical implications of the biotechnology used in human cloning?

(These examples are taken from Chapter Seven of Allen Repko’s book Interdisciplinary Practice: A Student Guide to Research and Writing)

· Now begin researching.  Has your discipline produced a body of research on democracy, Iran, or more specifically on democracy in Iran?  Do some research and put together an annotated bibliography of 5-10 sources from your discipline on this topic.  Your goal here is to figure out whether this topic has been treated in your discipline.

As you compile the bibliography, ask yourself whether your discipline has yet generated one or more theories relevant to the problem at hand.  Even if your discipline has not addressed the topic directly, it may have developed multiple theories applicable to the topic.

· Take your own position.  Generate insights into the problem using relevant insights, theories, and data from your discipline or profession.  Please compose a 7-10 page paper that makes a clear argument about future of democracy in Iran grounded in your disciplinary or professional perspective.  Your goal is to bring your expertise to bear, but in a way that is comprehensible by people who are not in your field.  Remember, this paper will be available via our website to a general audience interested in our topic.
You will also make a presentation (approximately 10 minutes) of your findings to the class.  

Annotated Bibliography due R March 9th 

Research Paper due T March 28th 

Oral Presentations T March 28th – R April 6th  
