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Welcome to HOPR / ARSC 140—the “Full Circle Seminar.”  This course is meant to be an integrative multidisciplinary seminar, designed to help you become more knowledgeable and articulate about how your education has helped shape the way you make sense of the world.  The theme and focus of this course is (as the title suggests) democracy.  We’ll read many different disciplinary perspectives on democracy, and throughout the semester I’ll ask each one of you to serve as a local expert on the ways of knowing characteristic of people in your major / discipline / profession.  The major project of this course will be to collectively author a website about the future of democracy in Iran, exploring that complex issue from a variety of disciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives.  

Required Materials
· The Democracy Sourcebook (ed. Dahl, Shapiro, & Cheibub)
· Theories of Democracy: A Reader (ed. Tercheck & Conte)

· The Open Space of Democracy (by Terry Tempest Williams)

· The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad (by Fareed Zakaria)

· An account with the KEEP Toolkit at <www.cfkeep.org>
· A blog (on-line web log) [available free at sites like blogger.com]
General Policies and Procedures

· Attendance.  Your absence will not  make my heart grow fonder: in accordance with College of Arts and Sciences policy, 6 or more absences constitutes grounds for a WA and each absence after 4 may result in a half-grade lowering of the final grade (that is, a B becomes a BC, then a C, and so on).   If your attendance is influenced by hospitalization, family emergencies, religious holidays, or emotional difficulties, please contact me as soon as possible. You are responsible for work missed on days you are absent.  If you know you will be missing class, please let me know via email or voicemail.  
· Activity.  You must be present for the entire class period and must give your full attention to the demands of this class.  Lateness will count as 1/3  absence, so 3 lates will count as an absence.  Physical presence alone is not enough; you must come to work, not to watch.  Participation also means willingness to thoughtfully and respectfully discuss your own writing, that of your classmates, and any other class readings. You need not always agree with others’ responses and evaluations (in fact, disagreement is often useful), but you must be willing to take everyone’s opinion seriously and try to understand it on its own terms.

· Grades. Your end of the semester grade is determined by four criteria:



15%  Intellectual Autobiography


25%  Disciplinary Worksheet Assignment




15%  Worksheet


  
10%  Cross-disciplinary Reflection on Worksheets



25%  Individual Disciplinary Research Project 


20%  Collaborative Interdisciplinary Dialogue

 

15%  Participation (in class and via your reflective writings)
You should also be aware that I do NOT grade on a curve (so you are working with your fellow classmates, not competing against them), but that I do have high expectations for all members of this class.  In my opinion, a “B” is a respectable grade, and indicates work well done.  I reserve “A”s for those who perform exceptionally, in effort as well as achievement.

· Plagiarism  and Academic Honesty.  The Marquette University policy on Academic Dishonesty states: “any form or degree of academic dishonesty challenges the principles of truth and honesty which are among the most important foundation principles of Marquette University. Consequently, the college treats academic dishonesty as a serious violation of academic trust. It penalizes all students engaging in such behavior”(see <www.marquette.edu/academics/regulations/acaddishonesty.html>).  According to the university, and me, academic dishonesty includes plagiarizing, handing in work that is not one’s own, intentionally interfering with another’s work (e.g., stealing laboratory experiments or library materials), or aiding and abetting someone else engaged in these activities.


I do not expect that we will have any problems with intentional academic dishonesty.  I do not grade on a curve, so hindering a classmate would have no benefit.  You may, however, have questions about that fine line between paraphrase and plagiarism.  In essence, plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of another’s words or ideas.  When you consult sources (including sources found on the web) for a paper, you must document ideas or wording derived from them by listing the sources in a bibliography at the end of the paper and by citing sources in the text itself.  To cite a source is to make clear to the reader who originated the idea, sentence, etc., that you’ve used and where it can be found.  Most writers’ handbooks offer detailed information about paraphrasing, plagiarism, and the nuances of source citation; consult them—and me—when you have questions.  


If I suspect plagiarism, I may use turnitin.com.

Writing Assignment Policies and Procedures 

· Due Dates and “Grace Days”: Papers are due in my hand or to the Electronic Dropbox on our D2L site at the time specified on the syllabus.  Late papers will be marked down a half-grade per day.  However, I am not completely inflexible.  You will be given five grace days in the semester, during which you can hand in a paper without penalty.  (Grace days apply only to individual written projects, NOT your group project or oral presentation.)  So, if a paper was due on a Tuesday and you submit it before midnight on Wednesday you’ve used one grace day; before midnight on Thursday, two grace days; before midnight Friday, three grace days; before midnight Monday, four grace days (I don’t count weekends).  Be aware that once you use these grace days, no excuse, except for a serious and prolonged illness, makes any difference.  Although I will keep track of your grace days, I will not be responsible for reminding you when you are near or over the limit.  If you have any questions about how many days you have left, just ask.  I may refuse to accept papers after two weeks.  
· Handing in Papers.  Please don’t bother with a title page (it wastes paper) or with fancy binders (it wastes your money).  Just put your name, the date, and our class in the top lefthand corner of the first page, then center the title.  Make sure the paper is typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins, a reasonable font of a reasonable size, and page numbers.  I’m not too picky about these details—but I must insist that you hand in a Works Cited page with every paper that references outside sources.  

Five Easy Ways To Succeed in this Class

1. Be fully present.  Although much of your final grade depends on the quality of your written work, I respond well to conscientious and energetic participation in this class.  If, at the end of the semester, I need to decide whether to round a marginal grade up or down, I will be heavily influenced by the quality of your participation and your preparedness. 

2. Ask questions.  The old cliché is true: there are no stupid questions in this class.  If you ask a question and don’t understand my answer, ask again.  My job is to keep coming up with different explanations that make the concept, requirement, whatever, clear to everyone in the class.  

3. Stop by office hours.  Want to talk more about the next assignment or your last paper?  Have concerns about your progress in the class or the dynamics of your workshop group?  Like to chat about non-140 things (basketball, theatre and movies, plans for the future, etc.)?  Swing by my office on the second floor of Coughlin Hall.  If the door is closed, just knock and let me know you’re there.  If you have a tight schedule, you can schedule an appointment, but feel free to stop by on the spur of the moment as well.  

4. Take advantage of the Writing Center.  Sometimes people have the mistaken impression that Writing Centers are for “bad” writers or people with “weak” papers.  Wrong.  Writing Centers are for people at all levels of expertise who simply care about their writing.  I’ve worked at writing centers.  I’ve taken my own writing to writing centers.  Marquette University has a great Writing Center and I encourage you to use it!  They’re on the second floor of Raynor Library.

5. Use inclusive language.  Grammatical conventions change over time.  We are in a time of change right now: several decades ago it was entirely permissible to use masculine language to refer to people of both genders (e.g., mankind, postman, every American knows his duty).  Today, many people (including me) no longer find that acceptable, preferring constructions like “humanity,” “letter carrier,” and “all Americans know their duty.”  I realize that using gender inclusive language can sometimes seem awkward; if you’re struggling, I’m more than happy to help you brainstorm options.  (Here’s one trick: notice how I chose the plural [“their duty”] rather than the singular [“his or her duty”].)

In short, I’m delighted to be in this class together with you, and look forward to working together throughout the semester!

HOPR 140 Course Schedule

(subject to revision as needed)

	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Assignment Due

	
	
	
	

	T Jan 17th 
	Introduction

	
	

	R Jan 19th 
	The Future of Democracy

	Zakaria (13-119)
	Write an introductory profile and post it through the KEEP Toolkit <www.cfkeep.org>


	T Jan 24th  

	Democracy in Iran: A First Orientation

	Zakaria (119-161);

Additional article TBA
	Intellectual Autobiography (deposit it in our D2L dropbox)

	R Jan 26th   

	The Future of Democracy

	Zakaria (161-264)
	

	T Jan 31st  

	
	Locke and Rousseau (TD 7-16; 67-74)

	

	R Feb 2nd   

	  
	Putnam, “Democracy” (DS 157-167)


	Disciplinary Worksheet Take 1

(via the KEEP Toolkit)

	T Feb 7th   
         
	  
	Turner and Wilentz (HOs)

	

	R Feb 9th   

	
	Downs (TD 154-163); Przeworski et al (DS 108-115); Wintrobe (DS 427-435)


	

	T Feb 14th   

	
	Federalist Papers (DS, 192-196; 210-206);  Dahl, “Decision Making” and Shapiro “Democratic Justice” (DS, 246-251)


	Disciplinary Worksheet Take 2

(via the KEEP Toolkit)

	R Feb 16th   

	
	Kant; Russett; Green et al. (DS 490-503)

	

	T Feb 21st   

	
	Sullivan (d2l)

	

	R Feb 23rd   

	
	Federalist papers 10 & 14 (DS, 118-125); Gutmann & Thompson (DS, 18-24); Young (TD, 268-277)


	Disciplinary Worksheet Take 3

(via the KEEP Toolkit)

	T Feb 28th  

	
	Phillips in TD (252-264) and DS (354-362)


	

	R Mar 2nd   

	
	DS 463-488; West (TD, 264-268); Tutu, “No Future” (TD, 289-296)

	

	T Mar 7th  

	
	Crittenden (ER)
	Annotated Bibliography



	R Mar 9th   

	Democracy on the Small Screen

	Excerpts from an episode of Northern Exposure
	

	T Mar 14th    
 
	SPRING BREAK
	
	

	R Mar 16th 
	SPRING BREAK


	
	

	T Mar 21st   

	The Open Space of Democracy
	Williams (read “Commencement” and “Engagement”)


	Cross-disciplinary worksheet reflection



	R Mar 23rd   
	Research Day


	NO CLASS MEETING
	

	T Mar 28th   

	Oral Presentations
	
	Disciplinary Research Due

	R Mar 30th   

	Oral Presentations
	
	

	T Apr 4th   

	Oral Presentations
	
	

	R Ap 6th   

	Oral Presentations


	
	

	T Apr 11th  

	Democracy on the Small Screen

	Excerpts from an episode of The West Wing
	

	R Apr 13th
	EASTER BREAK


	
	

	T Apr 18th   

	Cross-disciplinary Dialogue
	
	

	R Apr 20th   

	Cross-disciplinary Dialogue
	
	

	T Apr 25th  

	Cross-disciplinary Dialogue
	
	Collaborative interdisciplinary dialogue

	R Apr 27th   

	Cross-disciplinary Dialogue


	
	

	T May 2nd 
	Wrapping Up
	
	All final drafts for website 

	R May 4th 
	Wrapping Up
	
	


