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Theme: Our Stories and Lessons Learnt

25-26 September, 2009

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

Venue: 
Alumni Memorial Union
Marquette University

1442 W. Wisconsin Ave, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Thursday, September 24,
 Arrival
Friday, September 25
Alumni Memorial Union 227
8:00 am - 9.00 am—Registration

9: 30 am - 10:00 am—Opening Ceremony

Welcome Remarks—Prof. James Marten, Chair, History Department
Opening Remarks—Dr. Jeanne Hossenlopp, Dean, Helen Way Klingler College of Arts and Sciences
10.00-11.45 am: War and Memory
Chair:  
John SHERMAN, Mesa Verde Press, Indianapolis, Indiana
 Educating Against War and Militarism through Creative Writing Based on Personal Experiences
Ada Uzoamaka Azodo, Departments of Minority Studies and Women’s and Gender Studies
Indiana University Northwest, Gary, Indiana 

The Ordeal of a Biafran Refugee
Sybil Nmezi, Alvan Ikoku College of Education, Owerri, Imo State, Nigeria.
Gender-Based Violence in Conflict Situations:  A Reflection on Igbo Women’s Experience during the Biafra-Nigeria Civil War, 1967-1970.

Augustine Duru, Catholic Theological Union at Chicago, Chicago, IL, USA
Dangerous Memory: The Nigerian Civil War, the Post-War Children, and a Legacy of Frustration

Emeka Xris Obiezu, OSA, Regis College, University of Toronto, Canada
The Nigeria-Biafra Civil War and the Politics of Memory 

11.45-12. 45 pm LUNCH

1 pm -2.30 pm: Keynote Address
Biafra, Civil War, and Genocide
Michael J. C. Echeruo, William Safire Professor of Modern Letters, Dept of English, Syracuse University, USA
2.45 -4.45.00pm:

Historical and literary Perspectives
Chair:  Timothy G. McMahon, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Department of History, Marquette University
Raphael Chijioke Njoku, Department of History, University of Louisville
Biafran Civil War Historiography
 Cajetan N. Iheka, Department of English and Literature, Central Michigan University, Mount Pleasant, MI, U.S.A
The Writer as an Historian: Representation of the Nigeria Civil War in Fiction

Ijeoma C. Nwajiaku, Oko Polytechnic, Oko, Anambara State, Nigeria
Revisiting the Nigeria-Biafra war: Social Perspectives in Sunset at Dawn

Dorothy Chinwe Ukaegbu, College of Southern Nevada.

Refugees and Returnees at Ogwa: Facing the Challenges in War-Torn Biafra.
Nkuzi Nnam, Dominican University, Chicago
The Other Side: 9 Reasons a Group of Hausa Intellectuals Cited as the Cause of the War

7 pm - 9.30 pm:
 Reception: Raynor Library Conference Center Beaumier Suites B&C
Remarks on the experiences of the war and Showing of “Biafra” The Opera” 18 minutes.
SATURDAY, September, 26
Alumni Memorial Union 227
8 am -9 am 
 Registration

9.30 am – 11.30 am:
Biafra War, Human Rights and Discourse on Genocide
Chair:  Dr Appolous Nwauwa, Bowling Green State University, Ohia.
Paul R. Bartrop, Department of History Bialik College and School of Arts and Education Deakin University
Melbourne, Victoria Australia

Getting the Terminology Right: Revisiting the Question of Genocide, Ethnic Cleansing and Crimes against Humanity in Biafra

G.N. Uzoigwe, Mississippi State University 

A Forgotten Genocide: The Igbo People and Genocide Studies.

Ewa Unoke, Kansas City Kansas Community College, Kansas City, Kansas 
Remembering Biafra: A transitional Justice Perspective
Bernard Nnamdi Adinuba, Department of International Studies, University of Lagos, Akoka, Lagos Nigeria
The Acts of Genocide Perpetrated against the Igbos during the Nigeria Civil War 
Kenneth N. AKALI, Dept. of History and Strategic Studies, University of Lagos
From Biafrans to Niger Deltans: Changing Paradoxes of Oil, State and Genocide in Post-Civil War Nigeria.
Olajide O. Akanji, Department of Political Science, University of Ibadan, Nigeria
The Contexts of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law in Civil Wars: A Critical appraisal of the Biafra-Nigerian Civil War (1967-1970) 
11.30 – 12.45: Lunch Break
1-3 pm:  War, Foreign Policy and Propaganda
Chair:  
Fiona Bateman, Moore Institute, National University of Ireland, Galway, Ireland.

Ireland and Biafra: Hunger, Politics, Public Opinion

Imo Eshiet, Southern Virginia University, Beuna Vista
Sparking Memories: The Spoken Word in a War Theater:  Relevance and Resonance of Biafran War Songs
Mary-Noelle Ethel Ezeh, Anambra State University, Ihiala, Nigeria
Starvation and relief operations in the Nigeria/Biafra war: The role of religious bodies and the local population.

Roy Doran, History Department at the University of Texas, University of Texas at Austin
Markpress and the International Propaganda Campaign – Outsourcing the Foreign Ministry

Tunde Decker, Department of History and Strategic Studies, University of Lagos, Nigeria
Cyprian Ekwensi and Biafra’s Media War Machinery
3.00 – 5.00 pm: 
War, Innovation, and post-war conditions
Chair:  
Chikwendu Christian Ukaegbu, Northwestern University
War and the Making of an Organic Scientific and Technological Intelligentsia: The case of Biafran Scientists
Philip U. EFFIONG, Department of English, University of Maryland University College, Adelphi, Maryland; The Africa Society of the National Summit on Africa, Washington, D.C. 

Almost 49 Years later. . . The War Never Ended…! 

Dorothy Chinwe Ukaegbu, College of Southern Nevada. 

Deploying Cultural Metaphors: Ogwa Women’s Role in the Nigeria Biafra War.

Samuel O. Enyia, Lewis University, Romeoville, IL.
Post-Biafra War Leadership Dilemma: Failures and Challenges
Kenneth N. AKALI, Department of History and Strategic Studies, University of Lagos.
The “Biafranisation” of Igbo Identity: Rethinking the Igbo in Post-Civil War Relations and Nation-Building in Nigeria
Ada Umezurike, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Walden University, Minneapolis, USA
United Nations (UN) Mediation in the Nigerian Biafra War: Restoration or Resistance?

Sponsors

Igbo League

100 Igbos, USA, Inc

Department of History, Marquette University

Helen Way Klingler College of Arts and Sciences

Mbari: The International Journal of Igbo Studies
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