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Style Assignments

Rationale

My goal in this course is to help everyone enrolled develop fluency and flexibility as a writer.  One important dimension of fluency and flexibility is the question of personal style or voice in writing.  In order to help you become more aware of your stylistic choices and options, I’ll be asking you to complete a series of assignments during weeks two through ten of the course.

Due Dates

For the most part these assignments will be due into the D2L dropbox by midnight on Sundays.  The exception is your two analyses of other people’s imitations, which will be due by midnight on two Wednesdays of your choosing (see more details below).  You are not permitted to use grace days for the style assignments.  They must be handed in on time or they will be given a grade of  0.  

Three Types of Tasks

· Williams exercises.  Over the course of the semester, we’ll be working our way through Joseph Williams’ book, Style: The Basics of Clarity and Grace.  We’ll discuss parts of the book in class, but I’ll also ask you to complete a series of eight chapter exercises.  The exercises are all available in a document on our D2L site.  The goal is to give you some hands on experience with the concepts being discussed in the chapter and the ultimate goal is to (a) help you become more aware of what you’re doing on the sentence level in your writing and (b) give you a vocabulary for talking about what works and what doesn’t work well on a sentence level.  Submit the exercise(s) to the D2L dropbox by midnight Sunday on the week they’re due.

· Author Imitation exercises.  For centuries, a staple of writing instruction was imitatio (as the Romans called it) or imitation (in its more prosaic English translation).  Imitation has largely fallen out of favor in writing instruction, and to some degree I understand and agree with that: after all, it’s probably best to spend the time available in a course like English 001 and 002 or Comm 11 working on how to express your own ideas clearly and effectively, rather than analyzing the nitty-gritty of someone else’s style.  But in this advanced composition class, I think it’s very useful to look carefully at what makes other people’s writing distinct (for better or worse).  I don’t think that all writers need to have a distinctive voice, but I do think it’s useful to spend some time thinking about what is characteristic, even distinctive, about other people’s writing—and what might be characteristic and perhaps even distinctive about your own writing.  And so I have selected passages from five authors for you to read and to imitate.  The assignment is to write approximately 300 to 400 words (about one typed page) in the style of that author.  Submit the imitation to the D2L dropbox by midnight Sunday on the week it’s due.

· Imitation analyses.  You are to submit your author imitations by midnight on Sunday.  Some time on Monday, I will select a number of those imitations and post them (with names removed) to our d2l site.  Each week I’d like you to read those imitations and think about which imitation you feel most successfully captures the qualities of that author.  And two of those five weeks, I’d like you to write a substantial paragraph or two on what exactly it is about one of the posted imitations that allows it to capture some elements of the author.  Post that analysis to D2L by midnight on Wednesday of that week.  Because there are five author imitations, there are five opportunities to complete your two imitation analyses.  You may choose whichever two weeks suit you.  Just be sure to post them to the D2L dropbox by midnight on Wednesday.  

Grading

There are 14 exercises in all (7 Williams exercises, 5 imitation exercises, 2 imitation analyses).  You have 3 points to start with, and each of the 14 exercises will be given a point value, from 0 to 3.  

· Williams exercises

· 0 indicates work that was not handed in on time or was substantially incomplete

· 1 indicates work that is missing considerable portions or is consistently incorrect or ineffective

· 2 indicates work that demonstrates a good faith effort and is largely correct  or effective

· 3 indicates work that was especially well done, in terms of completeness and effectiveness of the revisions / writing

· Author Imitation exercises

· 0 indicates an imitation that was not handed in on time or was substantially incomplete

· 1 indicates an imitation that is overly brief or fails to capture much of what is characteristic of the author’s style 

· 2 indicates an imitation that is of substantial length and captures at least two dimensions of the author’s style

· 3 indicates an imitation of substantial length and that captures the author’s style particularly effectively

· Imitation Analyses

· 0 indicates work that was not handed in on time or was substantially incomplete

· 1 indicates an analysis that is overly brief or fails to identify much of what is characteristic of the author’s style 

· 2 indicates an analysis of substantial length and that effectively identifies at least two dimensions of the author’s style

· 3 indicates an analysis of substantial length that offers an especially perceptive analysis of the author’s style

Then all the points will be tallied and used to calculate 20% of your final course grade:
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